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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


orrhages depends upon compression of the optic nerve and its centra] 
bloodvessels due to distention of the nerve sheath with cerebrospinal 
fluid from compression of the head during birth. 

Local Anaesthesia in Eye Operations — Guttman ( Archives of 
Ophthalmohgy, May, 1904) produces anaesthesia of the conjunctiva 
adequate for operative treatment of trachoma, tumors of the lid, lac- 
rymal abscess, etc., by subconjunctival injection of a solution of cocain, 
1:1000 to 1: 5000 after preliminary instillation of a 4 per cent, solution 
or a 1 per cent, solution of holocaine in the conjunctival sac. The 
needle of a Pravaz syringe is introduced very superficially beneath the 
conjunctiva of the fornix (in the case of the upper lid the cartilage is 
turned with roller forceps). The entire conjunctiva is raised in a wheal; 
the trachoma granules thus become prominent and plainly visible, and 
can readily be attacked with the roller forceps without the same injury 
to the whole conjunctiva, as occurs in the operation as ordinarily per¬ 
formed. 

In operations on the external surface of the lids, as for tumors, chal¬ 
azia, etc., it is not sufficient to infiltrate the outer skin alone, but the 
conjunctiva must also be infiltrated. 

The technique of the method should be thoroughly mastered. 

Removal of the Crystalline Lens in Sixty-three Cases of High Myopia. 

—Snell ( British Medical Journal, February 27, 1904) reports the 
following results: Sixty-three operations were performed on forty-four 
patients, all except one under forty years of age. The degree of myopia 
ranged from 10 to 28 I). The operation was successful in every case. 
In two cases detachment of the retina occurred at intervals of six 
months and one year following operation. The reporter observed that 
of 6324 myopic eyes occurring in half the number of his private patients 
about 5 per cent, presented a myopia of more than 10 D. The method 
of operation in every case consisted of preliminary needling, followed 
by subsequent extraction of the disintegrated lens substance. 

Increased tension, which occurs at two distinct stages, first, by reason 
of the swollen lens, and second, when the pupil is free or nearly so of 
lens matter, was successfully met by paracentesis. The writer believes 
that within defined limits the removal of the crystalline lens for high 
degrees of myopia may now be regarded as a recognized and valuable 
method of treatment.. He does not regard detachment of the retina 
as discrediting the method, considering that this is a danger which 
always menaces eyes affected with high myopia per se. Patients are 
usually extremely grateful for the relief the operation affords. 

One Hundred Cases of Eye Diseases with Bacteriological Exami¬ 
nation. — Smith ( Yale Medical Journal, May, 1904) reports such a 
series, of which the following is a summary: 

Organisms were found in all but 11 cases, of which 7 were diseases 
of the conjunctiva, 2 of the cornea, and 2 of other structures. There 
were 62 cases of disease of the conjunctiva, 15 of the cornea, 11 of the 
lacrymal apparatus, 9 of the lids, and 8 operative cases. The gono¬ 
coccus was found in 9, and the diplococcus in 5 of the conjunctival 
cases without the presence of other organisms. The remaining organ¬ 
isms found were frequently associated with other species. The pneu- 
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mococcus was found in 18 cases, of which 10 were conjunctiva], 3 cor¬ 
neal, and 5 lacrymal. Koch-Weeks bacillus was found in 4 conjunc¬ 
tival and 1 lacrymal case. Staphylococcus albus was present in 10 
conjunctival, 4 corneal, 4 lacrymal, and 1 other case. Staphylococcus 
aureus was found in 2 conjunctival, 5 corneal, 1 lacrymal, and 2 others. 
The staphylococcus epidermidis albus was found in 1 conjunctival 
and 2 other cases (without other organisms). The streptococcus oc¬ 
curred in 2 conjunctival, 2 corneal, and 5 lacrymal, and 2 other cases. 
The Morax-Axenfeld diplobacillus was present in 8 conjunctival, 1 
corneal, and 1 lacrymal; in the two latter with other germs. The xerosis 
bacillus was found twenty-three times; it occurred in a great variety 
of conditions. The streptobacillus was found three times in conjunc¬ 
tival disease. Other bacilli, diplobacilli, and diplococci were found in 
28 cases. In 7 the results were unsatisfactory. 

Some of these findings are suggestive. Of the staphylococcus the 
albus was more often found in conjunctival, the aureus in corneal dis¬ 
ease. In the lacrymal cases the streptococcus and pneumococcus 
predominated. 

While zinc chloride in diplobacillus, and antitoxin in Klebs-Loeffler 
conjunctivitis are almost specifics, none is known for any other organ¬ 
ism. (Silver surely almost deserves the name of a specific in gonor¬ 
rhoeal conjunctivitis.— Ed.) 

Persistent (Edema of the Eyelid Due to Syphilis.— Snydacker 
(Archives of Ophthalmology, March, 1904) reports a case of redness 
and oedema of the left upper eyelid occurring in a mulatto, causing the 
lid to hang down so as to occlude the pupil entirely seven years after 
syphilitic infection. There was no involvement of the tarsus and no 
areas of nodular infiltration in the skin or subcutaneous tissue. This 
condition had persisted for four months. It disappeared after three 
weeks of antisyphilitic treatment. Other somewhat similar cases have 
been described. In most of these the tarsus was involved. 

The author thinks that in his case a gummatous infiltration existed 
in the subcutaneous tissue, or a number of small confluent or non¬ 
confluent gummatous foci were present, which because of the oedema 
of the lid, could not be determined by palpation or perhaps a syphilitic 
tarsitis or gummatous infiltration of the tarsal cartilage existed of too 
slight a degree to be felt. 

Non-inflammatory persistent oedema of the eyelid should always 
awaken a suspicion of syphilis. 

Diffuse Sarcomata of the Uveal Tract.— Parsons (Archives of 
Ophthalmology, March, 1904) has collected thirty-one cases of this 
extremely rare condition first distinguished by Fuchs in 1882. These 
cases show no great peculiarity in sex, eye affected, or age of patient, 
except the first decade, in which none of them had occurred. The 
most conspicuous feature of the histories is the long duration of the 
disease in many cases, varying, as shown by the failure of vision, from 
seven months to ten years. There was a history of injury of or opera¬ 
tion in seven cases. Most of the eyes were glaucomatous. In many, 
indeed, the eye was excised on account of absolute glaucoma, without 
definite evidence of intraocular growth. Early onset of glaucoma has 
been emphasized, but taken in connection with the prolonged history 



